
Children, Descendants, Parent & Ancestors

DescendantChild Parent Ancestor

Direct child node or 
element

<div>
<p>

A <em>test!</em>
</p>

</div>

<p> is a child of 
<div>. <em> isn’t!

Direct or indirect 
child node or element

<div>
<p>

A <em>test!</em>
</p>

</div>

<p> is a descendant 
of <div>. So is <em>!

Direct parent node or 
element

<div>
<p>

A <em>test!</em>
</p>

</div>

<div> is a parent of 
<p> but ot of <em>!

Direct or indirect 
parent node/ element

<div>
<p>

A <em>test!</em>
</p>

</div>

<div> is an ancestor 
of <p> and of <em>!



Traversing the DOM

Current Node (e.g. 
<div>)

document.body

parentNode, parentElement, closest()

previousSibling, 
previousElementSibling

nextSibling, 
nextElementSibling

firstChild, firstElementChild lastChild, lastElementChild
childNodes, children, 

querySelector(), …


